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Today’s Presenters

• Michael Scott Baum, JD, MBA, ATP, is an aviation consultant and a founding 
member of the ACI’s Permanent Editorial Board. He is an active participant in 
and contributor to various forums developing manned and unmaned aviation 
standards and safety best practices.

• Ric Peri, a member of the ACI’s Permanent Editorial Board, is the VP of 
Government and Industry Affairs for the Aircraft Electronics Association. 
With more than 50 years of aviation industry experience as a certificated 
mechanic and pilot, Peri advocates for the aviation maintenance industry 
worldwide.
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The Codes of Conduct
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GA Safety Challenge

● While aviation accidents often result 
from multiple factors, nearly 90% of 
accidents have a human-error element.

● In a study of accidents between 2012 
to 2021, the NTSB determined that 
9,506 out of nearly 11,739 general 
aviation accidents were related to 
personnel issues.
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How Can We, as Aviators, 
Make Aviation Safer?

We can: 
• Take responsibility for safety.
• Look inward and upward, aspiring to 

continued improvement.
• Become better stewards of aviation.
• Create a more satisfying and safe experience 

for all.
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Challenge Response: Codes of Conduct
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● The Codes of Conduct are:
○ Tools to advance aviation safety and 

professionalism
○ A vision of excellence
○ A model of behavior

● The Codes of Conduct:
○ Offer recommended practices
○ Complement and underscore legal 

requirements.
○ Encourage conformance to ethical precepts.



The Permanent Editorial Board - PEB

15

• Michael S. Baum, JD, MBA, ATP
• Ric Peri, VP AEA
• Bill Rhodes, Ph.D.
• Stan Rose, ED HSA
• Rusty Sachs, JD, DhE, MCFI
• Don Steinman, ATP
• Donna F. Wilt, Ph.D., ATP, CFII



Rigorous Peer Review
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Reviewed by:
● Pilots
● CFIs
● SMEs
● Industry Assns
● CAAs
● ANSPs
● Airports
● NGOs
● SDOs
● Others



Aviators Code Attributes  

The Code is:
• Aspirational
• Personal
• Professional
• Flexible
• Educational
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An aviators code is not the law…. 
It’s what you make it.

The Code is not:
• Regulatory
• Enforceable
• Indoctrination



Code of Conduct Benefits:
Advances Safety

● Promotes active risk management
● Improves pilot judgement and decision-

making
● Encourages prudent habits
● Advances training and airmanship
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“I am a real believer in the value that a code of 
conduct can have as a tool to promote safety” 

Randy Babbitt, Former FAA Administrator



Code of Conduct Benefits:
Advances Professionalism
● Fosters professional behavior
● Promotes personal responsibility
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“Professional means not a paycheck, but a 
mindset. It means having the attitude, the 
ethics, and the discipline to do the right thing 
every time, all the time, regardless of who’s 
watching.” 

Susan Parson, Former Special Assistant to the 
Administrator 
Former Editor, FAA Safety Briefing



Code of Conduct Benefits:
Advances Community

● Advances the aviation community by use of the 
Aviators Codes;

● Promotes contributions to the aviation community 
and society at large;

● Supports improved communications among  pilots, 
regulators, and others in the aviation community; 
and

● Promotes aviation and makes flying a more 
rewarding and enjoyable experience.
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Aviators Code Users
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● Pilots
● Aviation Educators 
● Pilot Examiners
● Flight, Training, and 

Safety Departments
● Aircraft Type Clubs

● Aviation Maintenance 
Technicians

● Flight Schools
● Aviation Professional 

Groups
● Policy Makers



ACI Code Ecosystem

● Annotated 
commentary

● Introduction to AMCC
● Notes to Prospective 

Implementers
● Teaching resources
● White papers
● References
● More

Supporting Materials
Code of Conduct

Sections
Core 

Principles

Sample 
Recommended 

Practices
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Organized by Sections
I. General Responsibilities of Aviators
II. Passengers and People on the Surface
III. Training and Proficiency

IV. Security
V. Environmental Issues
VI. Use of Technology

VII. Advancement and Promotion of Aviation 
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The Codes Support Your 
Personal Minimums

● The aviators codes help users evaluate hazards 
effectively and create opportunities to mitigate them.

● One part of the evaluation and mitigation is personal 
minimums.

● Relevant Sample Recommended Practices can serve as a 
starting point for personal minimums development.

● Consider your personal minimums as part of the 
decision-making process.
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Personal Minimums
AMT Model Code of Conduct

Sample Recommended Practices
• “Recognize the increased risks associated with 

maintenance performed under time pressure, in 
distracting environments, in inclement weather, 
at night, in congested areas and other adverse 
environments.”

• “Plan for and manage such risks using accepted 
risk management principles.” 

• “Never subject others to risks you would not 
prudently take.”
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Personal Minimums Examples
Flight Instructors Model Code of Conduct

Sample Recommended Practices
“Develop, use, periodically review, and refine personal checklists 
and personal minimums for all phases of flight and instruction.”
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CFI Personal Minimums for Teaching Cross-wind Landings

Factors: Personal minimums based on:

Runway Environment Width, surface condition, obstructions, 
mechanical turbulence

Weather Total wind, x-wind, precipitation, day/night

Aircraft Demoed x-wind, steering method, tire condition

CFI Proficiency Flying in x-winds, teaching in x-winds

Student Proficiency Ability and experience in x-winds



Codes of Conduct Can 
Support Your Safety Management

● ACI codes can play a role in your  
management of safety:

1. Safety Policy
2. Risk Management
3. Safety Assurance
4. Safety Promotion
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Some Noteworthy
Implementations
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Implementations
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Integrating ACI Codes with Training
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Examples of 
integrating Codes:

ACI-specific training
materials include:

●Course
Syllabi

●Flight Instructor
Refresher 
Courses
(FIRCS)

● WINGS-
Accepted
Seminars

● AMCC for Kids
● Notes for 

Instructors



Teaching the AMCC to Kids
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Language Translations
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• Chinese
• Croatian / Serbian 
• Danish
• French
• German
• Hebrew
• Japanese
• Portuguese
• Spanish
• Ukrainian



Advocacy
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• FAA DPE ARAC incorporates the DPEMCC verbatim
• FAA Reauthorization Bill mandated DPE Code of Conduct
• ACI submitted comments on UAS NPRM
• PEB contributions to ASTM, ANSI and other SDOs
• ICAO UAS conference white paper 



“A solid starting point for your personal 
aviation safety policy is the Aviators Model 
Code of Conduct (AMCC).” Susan Parson, Former 
Special Assistant to the Administrator, FAA

“There is much more excellent material in the 
AMCC than space permits me to discuss here, 
so I strongly encourage every aviation citizen 
to download, read, and heed the guidelines in 
this document.” 34



FAASafety.gov
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“It’s time for all good men to do 
something. Download your own copy of 
the Aviators Model Code of Conduct at 

Secureav.com.”

36



Supporting Materials
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Annotated Commentary



The ACI Website - secureav.com
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Accessing the Codes, cont.
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Code Download Pages

Unabridged:  
Provisions & SRPs

Abridged: 
Provisions-only 
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Questions and Comments:
PEB@secureav.com
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secureav.com

mailto:PEB@secureav.com
http://www.secureav.com/



